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JANUARY 2019 E- HOPE NEWS
Hope Lutheran church
                                                                        7 16th Street SE
                                                                   Sioux Center, IA   51250

                                                                     Phone:  712-722-4100

hope@premieronline.com
Hope’s Website:  hopelutheransc.com

Pastor Katherine Russell:  402-518-8695
As a welcoming place for all, we gather in Christ for worship, for education, and for growing through God’s grace.
      Worship: 9:15a.m.

Sunday school 10:30 a.m. (September-May)
                                                                January HOPE HELPERS
Acolytes: 





Ushers:




Readers:
6     Aubrey Kellen 




6     Boughey



6     Crumrine

13    Luke Lane





13    Bathke



13    Heintz

20    Thai Cam





20    Lane



20    McAlpine

27    Isaac Miller




27    Peterson



27    Krahling

Fellowship:





Communion Prep:


Communion Serve:
6     M. Siebrecht/Krahling



6     Crumrine



6     Crumrine
13    Bathke/IOwens




13    Evers



13    Evers

20    McAlpine/Larson




20    Ackerman



20    Ackerman

27    N. Siebrecht/Peterson



27    M. Siebrecht


27    M. Siebrecht

Children’s Sermon




Nursery: 
6     Jen Evers





6     Crumrine

13    Pastor Deb Mechler



13    Dalle/B. Siebrecht


20    Peterson





20    Cam

27





27    Harper/Steuerwald



                                     BIRTHDAYS



                                        ANNIVERARIES                                                
Mike Glade

1-1
Ellie Schley

1-18

Dave & Diane Crumrine   1-2

Mollie Van Otterloo
1-1
Kelly Harper

1-19

Peggy Balsiger

1-2
Merlyn Johnson

1-20

Steve Hoogland

1-2
Keagan Glade

1-23

Aubrey Kellen

1-5
Nathan Hoogland
1-26

Bill Peters

1-5
Avery Bitker

1-28
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Abigail Molina

1-12
Jake Lane

1-28

Kyle Bahrke

1-13

Luke Lane

1-14

Alex Owens

1-14

Esther D’Agrosa

1-15

Dennis Tacke

1-15

Josh Tacke

1-16

Garrett Schley

1-18
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Pastor Katie’s Page
Happy New Year!

Greetings and blessings as we begin 2019 together as a community of Christ followers!  There are many blessings to count from our year just concluded and many hopes for the new year ahead of us.  I encourage you all to reflect, offer thanksgiving, and join in the work of God among our neighbors and throughout the world.  I am particularly excited about our new Mission and Outreach Team here at Hope and all that they are already organizing – there is an energy around the work of the Gospel!

Our schedule here in the month of January always seems a bit sudden, coming off of Advent and Christmas.  There are opportunities for gathering and learning.  Confirmation is taking an additional week off and we will resume on January 16th.  Our Youth Bible study will resume on the 4th Wednesday of the month, gathering on January 23.  

From Epiphany until the 25th of January I will be away for a continuing education trip to the Holy Land.  Once again, I will travel with my Greek professor from Gettysburg Seminary.  This trip will include Israel, Palestine, and Jordan.  We will spend several days in the region of Galilee, travel to the Dead Sea, and spend time in Jerusalem and Bethlehem.  Walking where Jesus walked and getting to know a place we all have heard and read about will be fascinating!  Watch the Hope Facebook page as I hope to post a couple of pics a day, like I did in Turkey and Greece – hopefully we’ll have reliable wi-fi.

Once I return from the Holy Land, we will gather for our All Hope Evening on the 5th Wednesday of January, the 30th.  I’ll cook supper inspired by the experience along the trip and present stories and pictures from the adventure.  We’ll start with supper at 6 and move to the presentation around 6:30 and plan to be finished with questions at 8.  Letting me know if you can be there for a supper count will be helpful, but not necessary to join us.

Pr Shawn Brooks is on-call for any pastoral care needs while I am away.  You can reach him on his cell at 712.540.3654.  Pr Deb Mechler will be leading worship and preaching for both Sundays that I will miss.  Thank you, in advance, for the welcome and hospitality you will show her.

Thank you for this opportunity to continue to learn more about the scripture, faith, and the world.

As the season of Christmas comes to a close with the celebration of the Epiphany, I also want to thank you all for the gifts, cards, greetings, and overall Christmas spirit shown and bestowed upon me and my Dad.  Thank you.  Dad will be traveling back to California this week.  

Know that you are loved.

Continued Christmas blessings,

Pr Katie 

HOPE EVENTS
· Annual reports are due January 6.

· Church Council meets on Sunday, January 13 at 6:00 pm.
· Confirmation class meets on January 16, 23 at 6 p.m.  
· Annual meeting of Hope Lutheran on January 27 following worship.

January Wednesday schedule:  No Confirmation on January 9, Confirmation on January 16, Youth Bible Study January 23, and all Hope Event on January 30 with supper and presentation on the Holy Land 6-8 pm.  
Pastor Katie will be traveling to the Holy Land for a continuing education trip through Gettysburg Seminary.  She will be unavailable until Friday, January 25, Pastor Katie hopes to update the Facebook page with pics of the journey.  Pastor Shawn Brooks will be on call for any pastoral needs, 712-540-3654.

Pastor Deb Mechler will be leading worship and preaching on January 13 and 20.
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Congratulations to Aaron & Heidi Johnson on the birth of a son, Miles Lee, born December 9, 2018.  He weighed in at 8 lbs. 6 oz. and was 21 inches long in S;pirit Lake.  Big sisters Sienna and Savannah welcome him to the family.  First grandson for happy grandparents, Ron and Deb Johnson.  
Everyone is invited to a Free “Community Unity” Meal in Sioux Center Thursday, January 10 at 6-7 pm at New Life Reformed Church.  Meal Host of the month: United Reformed Church. 

Flood Bucket update

For the next flood bucket assembly, we will spread out the collection of supplies over an 8-month period.  There will be 1 to 2 items that each family is asked to bring during that month.  The months, along with the items needed for that month, are:

January – clothesline (100 ft) and clothes pins (100)

February – work gloves (1 pair) and cleaning towels (6)

March – air freshener (8 to 9 oz can) and household cleaner (12 to 28 oz bottle)

April – dish soap (16 to 28 oz bottle) and heavy-duty trash bags (24 count, 33 gallon bags)

May – laundry detergent (50 oz) and bleach (60 to 64 oz)

There will be a table designated in the fellowship hall for the items of that month.

We will plan to assemble flood buckets on Sunday, June 9, 2019 after church.

Thanks for your help in this worthwhile service project!

Bill and Nancy Peters

Brad and Marsha Larson
++++++
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The Hope Food Pantry always needs toiletries and paper goods.  They also need pants hangars,  soap, toilet tissue, shampoo, toothpaste, deodorant, and cleaning supplies. Please bring them to church and place in the  basket near the office and we will see that they get to the food pantry.   Thanks!!! **We will be collecting clear plastic gallon milk jugs (no solid white jugs).  Please put the caps in the basket.  NO distilled or drinking water jugs, please.
If you have an announcement for the bulletin or newsletter, or if I have missed your birthday or anniversary and would like it printed in the bulletin, please let Julie or Pastor Katie know.  Pastor Katie (402-518-8695) or Julie Dalle (hope@mtcnet.net or julie.a.dalle@gmail.com or 722-0751) Church Phone:  722-4100.  Thanks!!  Newsletter articles are due the 20th of the month.
Please contact any of these Church Council members with problems and concerns:
Dan Clousing, president

 dan.clousing@gmail.com
Jaymie Harper



 jharper@siouxcenter.org
Steve Hoogland


 hoogclan@mtcnet.net
Holly Molina



 holly_kruse@hotmail.com
Sara Bitker



 sabitker@yahoo.com
Misi Tacke



 mlgalles@hotmail.com
Myron Siebrecht, treasurer

 bjsbuns@hotmail.com 
Christy Lane, financial secretary
 christyclane@yahoo.com
Jennifer Evers, financial secretary
 jenevers40@gmail.com
Hope Lutheran Church Council Minutes – Sunday, December 9, 2018

Present: Pastor Katie, Dan Clousing, Sara Bitker, Holly Molina, Misi Tacke, Jaymie Harper and Steve Hoogland

Absent:  Holly Molina

Dan C led the opening prayer.

President Dan C called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm

Pastor’s Report –Christmas Eve services will be held on Monday, December 24 at 5:00 pm and 11:00 pm.  Pastor Katie will attend an ordination for a friend in Virginia on Friday, December 14 and return in time for worship on Sunday December 16. She will leave on Sunday, January 6 for the Holy Land and return on Tuesday, January 22. There will be no confirmation on Wednesday, January 2 or on Wednesday, January 9.  

Insurance – Pastor Katie informed the council she received a memo from the agent of our church insurance policy regarding things that need to be done to improve the safety of our church.  Items included are repairs on the west side of the building, updating fire extinguishers, checking batteries on the emergency lights, making a clear path for the fire door in the SW part of the sanctuary and updating our youth policies.  Dan C will look into the fire extinguisher issue. Other items will need to be addressed at a later time.

Mission/Outreach committee – This committee met after worship service today (Sunday, December 9th).  Jenifer Evers has agreed to become the lead for this committee.
HVAC – Langel’s Plumbing and Heating were here to examine the church heating system.  There needs to be around $4,000 to $6,000 work done on the heating system to help keep the pipes from freezing when the temperature gets to 0 degrees and below.  Langel’s recommendation is to move the pipes below the ceiling level and do some repairs to the old furnace.  Discussion took place on various options to take care of this situation.  The Council will ask the Vision team for their recommendations on this matter.

Budget – The current giving is at $144,000 through Sunday, December 2, with 4 Sundays of giving left for this calendar year.  Myron Siebrecht presented the council a current report of the budget.  Pastor and council reviewed synod guidelines for Pastor’s salary package.  The budget will be prepared for the annual report at the January council meeting.

The meeting ended with the Lord’s Prayer.

The next meeting will be held on Sunday, January 13 at 6:00 pm.

The meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Brad Larson
January 2019, LSI Bulletin/Newsletter Article and Story

Raising our Voice for Iowa Children and Families – Lutheran Day on the Hill

Families struggling without access to mental healthcare. Human services providers overworked and underpaid. Former refugees striving to build new lives.

These are all issues faced by Iowans. Join us to make sure they are heard at the Iowa State Capitol.

Please consider joining Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) and the three Iowa synods of the ELCA for Lutheran Day on the Hill, an annual day of advocacy in Des Moines to uplift the needs of our neighbors. The event will be held on Tuesday, February 19. Visit www.LSIowa.org/advocacy next month for event details, online registration, and an online toolkit for your congregation.

If you are new to advocacy, come learn more about the legislative process and your role as a citizen. If you’ve attended before, join us again. We hope this year’s schedule will also allow you more opportunities to connect with legislators. If you would like more information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org.
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

Building a New Home  

After spending almost 20 years in a refugee camp in Nepal, Narayan and Chandra are grateful for the life they have built for their family with support from LSI’s Refugee Community Services. 

After marrying in the camp, Narayan and Chandra resettled to Des Moines in 2009. Everything was new. Everything was different. Their child, Aaman, was a newborn, and they found themselves overwhelmed with medical bills. Chandra desperately wanted to pursue her medical career. At the time, it seemed impossible. 

But LSI helped Chandra enroll in college classes. Narayan started volunteering at LSI as an interpreter. Later, he became a full-time case manager with LSI, where he continues to lift up former refugees by connecting them to resources, educational activities, and supporting them as they pursue citizenship. 

“LSI supported me and allowed me to provide for my family. It helped us establish ourselves in Iowa,” he says. 

Chandra now works as a lab assistant in an Iowa pediatric clinic. Narayan and Chandra have become homeowners and feel confident, independent, and established in their new community. 
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CHURCH HUMOR
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